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PROCEEDINGS. 

Seventh Meeting, Thursday, March 17, 
1859. Archibald Russell, Esq., 2nd Vice Presi- 
dent, in the chair. 

The following gentlemen were elected mem- 
bers of the Society : 

Samuel M. Barlow, William Young, James 
T. Brady, John R. Brady, Thaddeus Lane, 
Nathaniel Jarvis, George Lorillard, M. D., 
William M. Pritchard, Charles A. Rapallo, 
Sidney Brooks, Edward Bell, Henry S. San- 
ford, Abraham M. Cozzens, Joseph Blunt, An- 
drew Boardman, Richard O'Gorman, John D. 
Burchard. Peter B. Porter, Henry Hilton, A. 
W. Clason, Alexander T. Stewart, Edward 
Peltz (of New Jersey), Gulian Verplanck, 
Charles Gould, Richard S. Willis, George II. 
Purser, Rev. Sullivan II. Weston, Tlios. Ward, 
William Judson, Henry Clark, John E. Bur- 
rell, Jeremiah Laroquc, Paschal W. Turney, 
William Perris, John C. Devereux, Mathew 
Bird, John D. Chute, Edward P. Beach, John 
F. Trow, William B. Taylor. 

The Hon. John R. Bartlett, (late Superin- 
tendent of the Mexican Boundary Commission) 
Secretary of the State of Rhode Island, and Vice 
President of the " American Ethnological Soci- 
ety," was elected a " Corresponding Member." 

The annual address was then read by the 
Rev. Joseph P. Thompson, D.D., 3rd Vice Pres- 
ident of the Society. 

On motion of Marshall LefTerts, Esq., the 



thanks of the Society were tendered to the 
Rev. Dr. Thompson for his address, and a copy 
thereof requested for the Society's Archives. 
Adjourned. 



Eighth Meeting, Thursday, March 24th, 
1859. Archibald Russell, 2d Vice President, 
in the chair. 

John Jay, Esq., read a paper prepared by 
David Olyphant King, Esq., of Rhode Island, 
in relation to his " Visit to, mid Explorations 
and Discoveries in, Siam and Cambodia." 

The reading of this paper (which was accom- 
panied by a manuscript map of the region ex- 
plored), was followed by a discussion, in which 
Mr. Jay, Judge Daly, Mr. Folsom, Mr. Prime 
and Rev. Dr. Thompson took part. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered, 
to Mr. King for his communication, and the 
paper ordered to be deposited in the Society's 
Archives. 

Dr. J. C. Hepburn, Dr. D. B. Bradley, now 
employed in the missionary service in the East, 
and Townsend Harris, Esq., IJ. S. Consul in 
Japan, were proposed, and on suspension of 
the rules, elected Corresponding Members of 
the Society. 

Mr. Jay read a letter from Lieut. John K. 
Duer, U. S. Navy, communicating to the So- 
ciety a series of " Barometric and Thermomet- 
ric observations at sea, during a voyage from 
China to the United States by way of Japan, 
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the Sandwich Islands, and Cape Horn," which, 
taken in connection with a previous communi- 
cation, complete a set of observations around 
the world. 

Mr. Jay also read a letter from Gideon Nye, 
Esq., U. S. Consul at Macao, accompanied by 
several volumes as a donation to the Society's 
Library. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to 
Lieut. Duer and Mr. Nye for their contribu- 
tions, and their correspondence ordered to be 
deposited in the Society's Archives. 

Adjourned. 

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY. 



THE VALUE OF GEOGRAPHY TO THE 

SCHOLAR, THE MERCHANT, AND THE 

PHILANTHROPIST.* 
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Am. 

Geo. and Stat. Society : — 

It is a matter of regret to all — and to none 
more than myself— that at a time when Egypt, 
South America, and Japan are enlisting the di- 
plomacy and the commerce of Christendom in 
combined and persistent efforts to render their 
material and productive resources more availa- 
ble to mankind, that universal scholar who has 
explored alike the Monuments of Egypt and 
the Antiquities of Peru, who has given shape to 
the unwritten legends of this western conti- 
nent, and who launched Commodore Perry, 
fresh from the piratical seas of the Great Nip- 
pon, upon the more adventurous sea of litera- 
ture, has chosen to occupy in silence the chair 
he so much honors, instead of instructing us 
with his wisdom and animating us by his elo- 
quence, t For myself, in essaying to discourse 
of geography as a science, in its attractions for 
literary men, in its benefits to commerce, in its 
relations' to missionary and philanthropic enter- 
prise, I feel oppressed with the magnitude of 

* Tho Annual Address delivered March 17th, 1859 
by the Rev. Joseph P. Thompson, D.D Vice President 
of the Society. 

t Rov. Francis Hawks, D.D., L.L.D., author of 
" Egypt and its Monuments," " Antiquities of Peru " 
" Narrative of Com. Perry's Expedition," Ac. ' 



the theme. For how can one, whose mind is 
pre-occupied with the relations of earth to 
heaven, keep pace with the progress of any 
purely physical science ? And yet, can one who 
would fitly serve mankind in their higher inter- 
ests, dispense with the most thorough and min- 
ute knowledge of man in his present abode 1 
This science of geography, once regarded as a 
mere matter of dry but necessary information, 
is now seen to have vital relations to Man in 
his physical, mental, social, historical and moral 
development ; so that in seeking to perfect his 
spiritual life, you cannot separate him from the 
physical world in which he lives. Indeed, Mil- 
ton deemed it not unworthy of Michael the 
Archangel, to give the father of the race a les- 
son in geography from the map of the world, 
before unfolding to him the sublime but awful 
vision of his descendants in their fall : 

" It was a hill, 
Of Paradiso the highest, from whose top 
The hemisphere of earth, in clearest ken, 
Stretcb'd out to th' amplest reach of prospect lay."* 

And Homer brings Minerva from the abode 

of the gods to recall to Ulysses the features of 

his own country, when restored to it after his 

wanderings through known and unknown seas. 

" Behold the port, of Phorcys ! fenced around. 

Behold where Neritus the clouds divides. 

And shakes the waving forests on his sides ; 

So spake the goddess; and the prospect cleared, 

The mists dispersed, and all the coast appeared. "t 

But such has been the progress of our science, 
that the schoolboy of to-day has a wider field 
of knowledge open before him in his class-book 
of geography, than had Minerva upon the island 
of Ithaca, or Michael from the loftiest summit 
of middle Asia. 

When Dr. Johnson was past seventy years of 
age, he talked one day with much animation of 
traveling into distant countries ; arguing " that 
the mind was enlarged by it, and that a certain 
dignity of character was derived from it. He 
had then an enthusiastic desire to visit the Wall 
of China." Boswell, of course, echoed the idea, 
and said that he himself would go and see the 
Wall of China, but for the duty of caring for 

• Par. Lost, B XI 
t Odyssey, B. XIII. 



